
18 Great Places to Take a Picnic 

At Anikka Becker, we celebrate the fine art of  every day. It’s all around-- 

In the world’s great cities and tiny towns, in manicured gardens and 

on rustic roads. It may be a beautiful view, a moment in history, an 

interesting occupation, a hidden gem. Here we offer you a guide to 

some of  our favorites. All places you can wear a great dress. 
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Tulip Library (Floral Library) between Maine and 
Independence Avenues, SW Washington, DC

Nearest Metro Smithsonian, Blue and Orange Lines

“The 93 flower beds 
contain over 10,000 

bulbs.”
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tulip library,
washington dc

In the heart of  the nation’s capital alongside the Tidal 

Basin, the Tulip Library was established in 1969 as part 

of  Lady Bird Johnson’s Capital Beautification Project. 

The 93 flower beds contain over 10,000 bulbs. Also 

known as the Floral Library, the beds bloom again after 

tulip season has ended. Visitors may extend their stay 

with a stroll around the Tidal Basin, which provides 

a magnificent view when Washington’s famous cherry 

trees are in bloom. The numerous benches or the Tidal 

Basin’s stone wall itself  are lovely spots for a picnic. 

Travel downtown calls for portability. May we suggest 

the traditional bread and cheese. Excellent loaves 

are available at any of  Firehook Bakery’s numerous 

locations.

Top: Photo by dcbikeblogger.com; Bottom: 
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Washington National Cathedral, Wisconsin and 
Massachusetts Avenues, NW Washington, DC

Picnic supplies across the street at Giant 
Supermarket, 3336 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

“Stroll among the 
blooms...listen to the 
bees.”

Photo by Colleen Cowie
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bishop’s garden and grounds,
national cathedral,
washington dc

After you’ve visited Washington’s memorials, museums, 

and monuments, get a glimpse of  the medieval. Visit 

the Bishop’s Garden of  the National Cathedral. Test 

your knowledge of  healing herbs. Touch a piece of  9th 

century stonework. Stroll among the blooms. Find a 

bench and listen to the bees. 

Top: Photo by Janet Crum on Flickr;
Bottom: Simply Gardens



Boston Public Garden, 4 Charles Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts. Fortify yourself  with a sandwich from 

DeLuca’s Market, a few blocks away 
at 239 Newbury St. 

“Most famous are the 
swan boats...”

Top: Photo courtesy of  wikimedia.com; 
Bottom: Photo courtesy of  NewtonCourt
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boston public garden,
boston, massachusetts

Established in 1837, this 24-acre park was the first public 

botanical garden in the United States. Open to all, it is 

an oasis of  formal gardens, green lawns, and statuary 

in the urban landscape of  Back Bay. Most famous 

are the Swan Boats, which from April to September 

take passengers on a leisurely 15-minute tour of  the 

Serpentine Pond. 



State Line Lookout has its own unnumbered 
exit from the Palisades Interstate Parkway, 2 

miles north of  exit 2, ½ mile south of  the New 
York state line

“We recommend the 
grilled cheese without 
reservation.”

Photo by erhudy

Photo by Michael Brochstein, Split Stone Media
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state line lookout and lookout 
inn, palisades parkway, 
alpine, new jersey

This is an unexpected delight for the harried driver 

navigating the New York metropolitan area. Located 

over 500 feet above the Hudson River, the Lookout 

offers a breathtaking view of  the Palisades Cliffs. The 

charming round building houses a café and bookshop. 

A historic gem, it was built in 1937 by the WPA. Indoor 

seating or outdoor picnic tables. Fireplace in winter. Café 

serves sandwiches, soups, and desserts. We recommend 

the grilled cheese without reservation. Check out the 

vast array of  postcards sent in by customers on the wall 

over the grill. 



Staten Island Ferry departs Manhattan at Whitehall 
Ferry Terminal, accessible by subway and bus.

Staten Island Museum is located at 1000 Richmond 
Terrace, Building A, Staten Island.

City Hall Park is located in Manhattan at Broadway 
and Chambers Streets.

“The ferry is famous as 
the best way to see the 

Statue of  Liberty.”

Photo by Shaun Merritt

Return of  the Mastodon, Amessé Photography. Courtesy 
of  the Staten Island Museum
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staten island ferry,
new york, new york 

Get on the Staten Island Ferry and take a ride across 

New York Harbor, one of  the largest natural ports in 

the world. The Ferry is famous as the best way to see 

the Statue of  Liberty. When the fare was a subway 

token, this boat ride was known as one of  the best buys 

in New York. Today the Ferry is free. When you get off, 

get to know Staten Island with a visit to its Museum, 

which boasts a life-size mastodon, a creature who once 

roamed this borough. Upon return to Manhattan, eat 

lunch with the rest of  New York. Grab a sandwich and 

head for City Hall Park. Sit by the fountain and watch 

the city go by.  



Jesse Owens Memorial Park and Museum, 7019 
County Road 203, Oakville, Alabama

Guthrie’s 11831 Highway 157, Moulton, 
Alabama

“And be sure to try the 
long jump pit.”
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jesse owens museum,
oakville, alabama 

If  you find yourself  in Alabama riding north from 

Birmingham on I-65, take the left turn for the Jesse 

Owens Museum. Drive the smaller and smaller roads 

until you are surrounded by cotton fields. You will be 

rewarded when you reach a neat, modern building. Go 

inside. Be amazed at the story of  Jesse Owens, track 

star, 4-time gold medalist at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, 

and son of  Oakville. Read  Jesse’s life story, see his 

track shoes, and watch a unique film with Jesse’s own 

recollections and footage from the Olympics themselves. 

Go inside the small wooden cabin, a replica of  where 

Jesse, the son of  a sharecropper, lived with his parents 

and nine brothers and sisters. And be sure to try the 

long jump pit. See how close you can come to Jesse’s 

gold medal distance of  over 26 feet. 

For a picnic on the grounds, consider takeout from 

Guthrie’s in nearby Moulton. They invented fried 

chicken fingers. 

Photo courtesy of  wikipedia.com

Photo courtesy of  wikimedia.com



Tarpon Springs is located on Florida’s Gulf  Coast 
about 30 miles north of  Tampa on US Route 19.

“...the sponge capital of  
the world.”

Photo by Anikka Becker
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tarpon springs, florida 

Tarpon Springs is known as the Sponge Capital of  

the World. Greek immigrants settled here in the early 

20th century and built an industry harvesting natural 

sponges from the local waters. Take a boat ride on the 

crystal clear Anclote River and watch as a diver plunges 

in, then surfaces with a sponge. To fully experience 

this charming town, stock your picnic basket with 

Greek delicacies from nearby Athens Street. Consider 

a waterfront lunch at Craig Park. When you’re fully 

rested and refreshed, visit the sponge shops to see the 

harvest in its mind-boggling variety.  

Photos courtesy of  gallivance.net



Berea College is located about 30 miles south of  
Lexington on Main St, Berea, Kentucky. Boone 

Tavern is across the street.  

“[Berea College] 
students pay no 
tuition.”

Photo by Rachid Hogerhuis

Photo courtesy of  IMC Berea College
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berea college, berea kentucky

It’s hard to keep track of  the many ways in which Berea 

College stands out. Its students pay no tuition. Founded 

by an abolitionist, it was the first interracial college in the 

South. It has a singular mission to educate students from 

Appalachia and preserve the folkways of  that region. It 

has deliberately attracted an international student body. 

These commitments have created a unique institution. 

All students have jobs. Some jobs are in the workshops 

where traditional Appalachian crafts are practiced. 

Others are across the street at Boone Tavern, a historic 

hotel owned by the college. Still other students work 

giving tours of  the campus and workshops. This is how 

a student from, say, Afghanistan becomes the face of  

this devoutly Protestant college. You can take a picnic 

at any one of  many lovely spots, but if  it’s raining we 

suggest a white tablecloth lunch at Boone Tavern, 

where you should not miss the traditional Kentucky 

Hot Brown. 



Fort Moultrie National Monument, 1214 Middle 
Street, Sullivan’s Island, SC.

You can find boiled peanuts at several area gas stations 
or at the Peanut Dude, in the parking lot at 695 

Coleman Blvd, Mt Pleasant, SC.  

“...stop for a bag of  
boiled peanuts, a local 

delicacy.”

Photo courtesy of  National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration
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fort moultrie, sullivan’s island,
south carolina

Protecting Charleston harbor since 1776, Fort Moultrie 

has plenty of  history to go around—including the story 

of  South Carolina’s famous palmetto symbol. But 

this National Park site is a must-see for the surprise 

that awaits the visitor who has the stamina to climb 

the parapet on a hot, sunny day. Crest the quiet grassy 

ridge and get a breathtaking view of  a vast expanse of  

sparkling blue ocean. Look for a minute. See dolphins 

jump out of  the water. Watch pelicans dive. Ask yourself  

why you would ever want to leave. 

On your way out to the Fort, stop for a bag of  boiled 

peanuts, a local delicacy. Eating them at the top of  the 

parapet will enhance the view. 

Top: Photo by Bill and Nancy; Bottom: 
Photo by Anikka Becker



Bloomington is a college town with numerous 
food opportunities. There is a farmer’s market 

on Saturday mornings from April through 
November. It’s worth a look. The produce of  

southern Indiana is outstanding. 

“...played a big role in 
making America look 
the way it does.”
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limestone belt, monroe and 
bedford counties, indiana

Three hundred million years in the making, Indiana 

limestone built some of  the world’s most famous 

structures: The Empire State Building, The Pentagon, 

and dozens of  US state capitols. And that stone is all 

quarried from a strip of  southern Indiana that is just 10 

miles wide and 35 miles long. The Stone Belt’s quarries 

and its skilled cutters and carvers have played a big 

role in making America look the way it does. A good 

place to get to know this important stone is the city 

of  Bloomington. Start at the Monroe County History 

Center, itself  a handsome limestone building. Move on 

to the campus of  Indiana University, built from – you 

guessed it – Indiana limestone. If  you are in the area 

in June, which is Limestone Month, you can visit a 

working quarry. 

Photo by Anikka Becker

Top: Photo courtesy of  Indiana University;
Bottom: Photo courtesy of  Indiana Eco-
nomic Digest



Kansas Museum of  History, 6425 SW 6th Avenue, 
Topeka Kansas

“Stand on the 
Tallgrass Prairie.”

Above: Photo by Natalie Hogan; 
Right-Top: Photo by Ivegoneaway; 
Right-Bottom: Photo by Anikka Becker
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kansas museum of  history,
topeka, kansas

The state of  Kansas went all out for their museum. 

Learn about life on the Great Plains from the time of  

its earliest human inhabitants to the birth of  fast food. 

See a railroad car from the real Atchison, Topeka, and 

Santa Fe. Follow up with a walk on the surrounding 

nature trails. See the one-room schoolhouse that 

operated until the 1950s. Stand on the Tallgrass Prairie. 

Picnic at tables under breathtaking sky.



Mill City Museum, 704 South 2nd Street, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

St Paul Cheese Shop, 1573 Grand Avenue, 
corner Snelling, St Paul, Minnesota

“...built from the ruins
of  the biggest flour
mill in the world.”

Photo by Richie Diesterheft on Flickr
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mill city museum,
minneapolis, minnesota

They’re all here. The Pillsbury Doughboy. Betty Crocker. 

A 15-foot Bisquick Box. Why? They’re ambassadors of  

the companies that made 19th century Minneapolis the 

Flour Milling Capital of  the World. At the convergence 

of  numerous railroad lines and the Mississippi River, 

Minneapolis once processed the wheat output of  

23,000 farms a year. Just one mill ground enough flour 

to make 12 million loaves of  bread a day. Visit the 

Mill City Museum and find out why flour is explosive. 

Touch a millstone. Cook in a test kitchen. And see an 

architectural showpiece, built from the ruins of  the 

biggest flour mill in the world.

Once you’ve been educated about bread, take a short 

trip across the river for an outstanding sandwich at the 

St Paul Cheese Shop. Dine at a sidewalk table or a local 

park.

Photo by Eric Kilby on Flickr



Open 365 days a year, Wind Point Lighthouse is about 
4 miles north of  Racine off of  North Main St at 4725 
Lighthouse Drive, Village of  Wind Point, Wisconsin
DeRango’s Phoenix Chocolate and Confectionery 
Company, 1439 North Main St, Racine, Wisconsin

“Feel just what makes a 
Great Lake great.”

Photo by Anikka Becker

Photo by Jim Bauer on Flickr
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wind point lighthouse, racine 
county, wisconsin

This still-operating lighthouse on the shores of  Lake 

Michigan is a delightful surprise for the traveler 

heading north from Chicago. The white tower with its 

neat outbuildings sits among beautiful gardens just off 

the road in the tiny Village of  Wind Point. Tour the 

museum. Catch a fresh breeze on the rocky coast. Feel 

just what makes a Great Lake great. On the way, the 

gourmand may stop in Racine at DeRango’s Chocolate 

Shop for some handmade chocolates to enjoy with the 

magnificent view from a bench at Wind Point.

Top: Photo ©2016 by Jim Charnon Photog-
raphy; All Rights Reserved; Bottom: Photo 
by Anikka Becker



The Huntington Library, Art Collections,
and Botanical Gardens

1151 Oxford Road
San Marino, California

“See a manuscript of  
The Canterbury Tales 
from Chaucer’s own 
time.”

Photo by Anikka Becker
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the huntington library, 
san marino, california

The estate of  railroad baron Henry Huntington, the 

Library is one of  the greatest private collections in the 

United States. Fifteen miles from downtown Los Angeles 

and open to the public,  it includes such treasures as an 

illuminated manuscript of  The Canterbury Tales from 

Chaucer’s own time and a Gutenberg bible, the first 

printed book. After a visit with dusty manuscripts, enjoy 

the 120 acres of  landscaped grounds; we especially 

recommend the Desert Garden. Take nourishment 

at any one of  five dining experiences at the Library, 

ranging from English teatime to an Asian noodle house.

Top: Photo by Aaron Logan; Bottom: Photo 
by Ken Eckert



The historic buildings of  Old Town are known 
collectively as the Monterey State Historic Park. 

The headquarters is at 20 Custom House Plaza in 
Monterey.  

Lovers Point Park is about 2.5 miles from downtown 
Monterey in the town of  Pacific Grove. 

“...a walk among these 
charming buildings is 

unforgettable.”

Photo by ‘Mike’ Michael L. Baird
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harbor and old town historic 
district, monterey, california

Monterey, two hours south of  San Francisco, was 

California’s capital until the mid -19th century. In the 

Old Town the narrow streets are lined with distinctive 

whitewashed adobe buildings with second story porches. 

The light of  California’s central coast is so uniquely clear 

and bright, a walk among of  these charming buildings 

is unforgettable. When it’s time for lunch, consider a 

picnic a little out of  town by the sparkling blue water at 

Lovers Point Park. Choose your spot carefully and you 

may glimpse a sea otter, always a winner in the cute 

wildlife sweepstakes. Provisions available at numerous 

markets and specialty food shops.

Top: Photo courtesy of  the California 
Department of  Parks and Recreation; 
Bottom: Photo by Ed Suominen



Berry picking in all its forms at Schweitzer 
Mountain Resort, 10,000 Schweitzer Mountain 

Rd, Sandpoint, Idaho

“These tiny, bright 
purple berries only 
grow in the wild.”

Photo courtesy of  northidaho.org

Photo by Dereck Kirk
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huckleberry picking, 
sandpoint, idaho

The Mountain West offers a unique flavor experience, 

the huckleberry. Talk to anyone familiar with these parts, 

and it won’t be long before they get emotional about 

the fruit. These tiny, bright purple berries only grow in 

the wild. In summer, on the tip of  the Idaho panhandle, 

you can take a shuttle bus, easy stroll, or strenuous 

hike to the forests where they grow. While you’re at it, 

notice the breathtaking mountains, wildflower strewn 

meadows, and the deep blue of  Lake Pend Oreille. 

This is a picnic to eat as you go.

We note that huckleberries stain. For the picking 

experience, you may want to wear jeans. Reserve 

your Anikka Becker dress to explore a wider range 

of  huckleberry products—syrups, jams, teas—at 

Huckleberry Depot, a shop in the Cedar Street Bridge 

Public Market in downtown Sandpoint. 



Chile Pepper Institute, New Mexico State University, 
Gerald Thomas Hall, Room 265, 945 College Avenue, 

Las Cruces, New Mexico
The Recycled Roadrunner is located at a rest stop on 

Interstate 10, just east of  exit 116

“...we suggest anything 
on the Walk of  Flame 

tour.”

Photo by  Japserdo on Flickr
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chile pepper institute, new 
mexico state university, las 
cruces, new mexico

The world’s only organization devoted to research on 

this plant is in sunny Las Cruces at the Chile Pepper 

Institute of  New Mexico State University. Educate 

yourself  at the Visitor Center where you will find books, 

art, and hundreds of  chile pepper seed varieties. Learn 

about the hanging string of  dried chiles called the 

ristra. See the plants in action at the Teaching Garden. 

For lunch we suggest anything on the Walk of  Flame, 

a tour organized by the city of  Las Cruces. If  you find 

time, it’s worth a short drive out of  town to visit the 

Recycled Roadrunner, a 20-foot high sculpture of  the 

state bird made out of  trash. 

Top: Photo courtesy of  New Mexico State 
University; Bottom: Photo courtesy of  the 
Chile Pepper Institute, New Mexico State 
University



Pendleton Blanket Mill, 1307 SE Court Place, 
Pendleton, Oregon

Tamástslikt Cultural Institute, 47106 Wildhorse 
Boulevard, Pendleton, Oregon

Pendleton Weaving Mill, 2 Pendleton Way, 
Washougal, Washington 

“Pendleton is all
about textiles.”
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textiles, pendleton, oregon

Pendleton is all about textiles. The town gave its name 

to the famous Pendleton Woolen Mills, owned by the 

same family for 6 generations. This fully integrated 

operation takes the wool from the sheep and doesn’t 

let go until it hands you a finished blanket (or shirt 

or jacket...) One of  the top 9 factory tours in the US, 

Pendleton operations can be seen right in the company’s 

hometown blanket mill. 

Next head to the Tamástslikt Cultural Institute, 10 

minutes away on the Umatilla Reservation. Experience 

the pre-European contact lifestyle of  the native peoples, 

hear the spoken Walla Walla language, and view 

beautiful woven baskets and blankets. Finish at the 

Kinship Café for tribally inspired foods. Sit outside and 

enjoy the view of  the Blue Mountain foothills. 

For a more in-depth look at Pendleton’s operations, tour 

the Washougal, Washington mill, about 3 hours away.

Photo by Eleanor Whitney

Top: Photo courtesy of  Pendleton Washou-
gal Mill, Washougal, Washington; Bottom: 
Photo by Lizzie Bramlett
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